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By John Robinson



Why Use Oil Paints for Scale Modeling?

•Enhances acrylic and enamel base layers – it 
does not replace them

•Smooth color transitions via blending

•Excels at outlining, fading, shading, earth & 
staining effects

•Oil paints have no odor, but solvents do - use low 
or odorless solvents for a happy workbench
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Why Use Oil Paints for Scale Modeling?

•Working time - hours, perhaps days, allowing 
time to correct mistakes

•Expected life span is many years, if the cap is 
kept clean - use plumber’s Teflon wrapping tape 
on the threads
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Pigment + Oil

What is Oil Paint Anyway?
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That’s it!



Oil Paint Composition
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Pigment

•Ancient, natural earth minerals

•No “standard” colors - varies by 
geographic location

•Also modern, synthetic origin 
pigments (cheap)



Oil Paint Composition
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Oil

•Linseed (Flax seed)

•Polymerizes (slowly) when exposed to 
oxygen

•Other vegetable oils - walnut, poppy 
seed & safflower



Oil Paint Grades
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Professional/Artist

•Vibrant colors

•Covers well

•Do more with less

•Fine grain pigment

•Expensive (relatively)

Educational/Student

•Colors muted

•Contains fillers 
& agents

•Durable

•Cheap



Oil Paint Opacity

•Paint’s ability to cover what’s 
underneath

•Look for these on the label:
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Transparent

Semi-Transparent

Semi-Opaque

Opaque



Oil Paint Color Chart Example
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Oil Paint Cost



Before Using Oil Paints…

•Apply to cardboard or paper that is
clean and unvarnished

•The wicking action removes most of the oil

•Speeds up the drying time

•Takes about 15-30 minutes, depending on 
the paint brand, color & age, as well as 
paper composition
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Choosing Oil Paint for Scale Modeling 

•Professional or Artists’ Grade

•Know the Opacity property
• It determines coverage and intensity

•Use a low or odorless solvent

•Wick away the oil before using

•Make your own color chip card
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Questions?
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