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UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS

AUG 
26

Friday pm 
MEETING: VFW Post 10657 
DEMO: Diorama Bases from Foam 
by Tabb Tharrington

SEP 
17

Saturday 9am - 6pm 
BUILD DAY: VFW Post 10657

SEP 
23

Friday pm 
MEETING: VFW Post 10657 
DEMO: TBD 
by TBD

OCT 
28

Friday pm 
MEETING: VFW Post 10657 
DEMO: TBD 
by TBD

See more dates/events on page 6

Content For This Newsletter
Although this newsletter is assembled by one person, the content comes from 
everyone in AMPS-CV and it benefits all that read it. Content from you is always 
welcome! Build reviews/commentary, tool/technique tutorials, books/references/
websites that you have discovered and military vehicle museums/events that you have 
visited are among the content that is sought out. 

Next Build Day: Saturday, September 17
We have the VFW Post building all day to dedicate to building and sharing techniques. 
Bring a comfy chair, task lighting and an electric extension cord if you need power.

Frontline Model Kits & Hobbies in Staunton
Several AMPS-CV members had positive experiences after visiting this shop. It was 
formerly “Jack’s Model Kits” but now is under new ownership. It’s located in a historic 
part of downtown Staunton, so there’s lots of other shops and restaurants within a 
few blocks of the hobby shop. Check them out at frontline-model-kits.square.site

Open House and AMPS-CV Display at the Americans In Wartime 
Experience - September 24-25

Event hours are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day. AMPS-CV has been invited to display 
our hobby on two tables, greet the public and promote the hobby. In addition to the 
static vehicle displays, there will be reenactors and live vehicle demonstrations. It is 
located at 13906 Aden Road in Nokesville, VA. Find out more and register to attend at 
www.nmaw.org
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6:30  BUSINESS
7:00  DEMONSTRATION
8:00  PASS IN REVIEW
9:00  ADJOURNMENT

LOCATION
VFW Post 10657 
11568 Cedar Lane
Ashland, VA  23005
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PRE-MEETING DINNER
Q Barbeque at 5:15
1070 Virginia Center Pkwy.
Glen Allen, VA 23059

http://ampscv.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527798580671870/about/
https://frontline-model-kits.square.site/
https://www.nmaw.org/open-house-2/


In Memoriam: Aaron Winer, 1935-2022
Long-time modeler and IPMS Richmond member Aaron Winer 
passed away on August 8 at age 87. In 1974, he was among 
the few individuals that started the first modeling chapter in 
Richmond and faithfully served in the chapter as the treasurer 
for many decades. Aaron preferred 1:72 scale aircraft models, 
but also built armor in that scale. He was fond of wheeled 
vehicles in particular. He loved the pursuit of historical books as 
much as models, and was always on the hunt for new books on a 
variety of subjects.

We owe a lot to Aaron for his consistent presence and 
generosity in all aspects of the modeling hobby in Richmond for 
almost 50 years.  He will truly be missed.

In the picture above from 2009, Aaron is posing next to a T-34 
tank while visiting the Richmond-area owner. 

Aaron’s Master Box LTD German Austin Mk.III in 1:72 scale from 
2018.
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The Panzer Killers
By Daniel P. Bolger
Published 2019 by Penguin Random House
405 pages 3 maps and 15 pages of photographs

Daniel P. Bolger has the background to write a book about war 
based on his credentials as combat commander and a PHD in 
history. His account of The Panzer Killers breaks down to be 
one third WW II combat history of the 3rd Armored Division 
(3AD), one third biography of their commander, Maurice Rose 
and one third commentary regarding the Army Generals and 
the chain of command that the division was attached. 

The book covers the deployment of the 3AD through the 
invasion of Europe and defeat of Germany. While not part of 
the Normandy landings it came ashore to France on D Day 
+7 and fought almost constantly until Germany surrendered 
in 1945. As noted by the author, this was not uncommon 
as US Army units during WWII rarely were pulled out for 
reorganization, rest and refit. The American process was 
to fill units with replacements wherever they were and 
whenever they were needed. Meaning the unit stayed on the 
line of combat or close to it once it deployed. The 3AD was 
a “heavy” tank division with 50% more tanks than a regular 
armored division. General Rose commanded around 15,000 
troops attached to the 3AD. In the fighting through France 
to Germany, 2,540 men of the 3AD were killed, 7,331 were 
wounded, and 6,017 had non-battle injuries. Those numbers 
speak to a unit that was fully engaged in battle.

The book is written chronologically and gives just enough 
combat details to keep the reader apprised of what was 
happening both to the 3AD and the Allied armies on the 
western front. It is NOT an in-depth study of battles but 
more than a brief outline.  It barely covers the forming and 
training of the 3AD which is not surprising as those stages of a 
unit are normally not all that interesting. The circumstances 
and timing of the 3AD’s training has always puzzled me 
and the author gave no additional information to lessen my 
puzzlement. The 3AD was activated April 15th, 1941, and 
arrived in England in September,1943. That is 29 months 
from activation to being deployed for battle. Then another 
8 months waiting for D-day. A total of over 3 years from 
activation to “hitting the ground”. I have always thought that 
was a long time for any division to be awaiting deployment 
and combat. It would make up for that wait over the following 
next 10 months. 

The author follows the 3AD through Normandy, the Bocage 
Country, Belgium, Ardennes, Cologne, and the Ruhr. Each 

recounting focus on General Rose, the overall effectiveness of 
the Command structure and the combat history. 

My only complaint about the book is in regard to its map 
coverage. If you are a student of the ETO, this is not a huge 
shortcoming. But if you are reading about the war in Western 
Europe for the first time, three maps located in the first half 
dozen pages of the book with no indication of when or where 
the 3AD was leaves a causal reader in the dark. 

I did appreciate the authors ample discussion of failure of 
command. He mentions high ranking officers of the 3AD 
who were removed from command and the reasons why.  
Something I have not read much of in other books I have 
read before this. The author’s notations through the book are 
voluminous. He has done a great amount of research which 
shows. There are over 50 pages of notes listing his sources. 

If you are a modeler, this book may be of little interest to 
you as the pictures are mostly of the Allied generals and 
other officers with a few of tanks. If you are interested in 
armor warfare or the perils of leading men in combat, I highly 
recommend the book.

Book Reviews, by Bob Walls
Let me start off these reviews by saying I have read dozens 
of books about the Sherman tank during World War II. Due to 
my father serving in the 33rd Armored Regiment of the 3rd 
Armored Division I pay particular interest to sections of any 
book that mentions either. If you have an interest in U.S. Army 

tanks during WW II, the ETO or Sherman tanks then both of 
these books should be on your reading list. The two combined 
will give a nice history (written and visual) of the 3rd Armored 
during WWII.

http://ampscv.org/
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Pictorial History of the US 3rd Armored 
Division in World War Two
By Darren Neely
Published by Great Britain Books 2021 and reprinted  
in 2021 by Pen & Sword Militar
306 pages - about 290 are black and white pictures  
with annotations

As stated, being interested in the 3rd Armored Division means 
I have seen hundreds and hundreds of World War II photos of 
tanks. In my search for 3rd Armored Division photos they have 
been harder to find than one would expect. In most books 
many pictures are only described as “US Army tank” so and so 
in this or that location. Often these annotations are wrong.  
And unless you have very good views of the front or rear unit 
markings, you are left to guess what unit the tank belonged 
to. Neely’s 
book solves 
that problem, 
at least on the 
surface, as the 
pictures are 
all identified 
as 3AD photos. 
There are a 
handful of 
photos credited 
to the “George 
H. Bloth 
Collection”. 
In his forward 
he does state 
that he had 
full access to 
the archives 
of Army 
cameramen 
assigned to the 
3AD and had access to photos these men brought home. The 
photos represent the gamut of 3AD tanks, armored vehicles, 
crews, wrecks or kills. I would say that about 20 percent of 
the photos are not new to me, and I have seen them before, 
but the rest are new to me.

The book’s 290 or so pages of pictures contain one or two 
photos per page. Without counting them, but using 1.5 on 
average, the book has well 400 total pictures. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the photos that were new to me. These range from 
troops, to tanks, to street scenes, to wrecked vehicles (both 
US and German). From a modeling standpoint, someone 
looking for pictures to use for modeling should run, not walk 
and buy this book. Lots of photos of stowage, added armor, 
everyday shots and the like that would make any modeler 
proud to replicate. No color photos, so the argument can 
continue as to what shade is Olive Drab. 

Now for a pet peeve, but not about this book. I have seen 
too many models at shows and photos on the internet that 

take stowage to the extreme. If you are doing “ART”, okay I 
guess you have a “license” to make what ever you like. But 
if you are recreating history, please study it. I have not seen 
pictures of ETO US Army tanks with 55-gallon drums strapped 
all over the rear deck. Filled up, they weigh 400-500 pounds.   
How did the crews put them there? Use a crane? Likewise, 
having ammo boxes, tents, fuel cans and various junk piled 
4+ feet high on the rear deck all the way to turret does not 
make sense for all kinds of reason. Covering the air intake 
grills or air vents is a not good. Okay, they may look “cool” 
but not historically correct. Bedrolls, tents, and other daily 
paraphernalia makes sense. If one or two guys can lift, hold 
or tie it down, then you can expect to see that on a tank. And 
don’t block hatches, periscopes, sights or prevent the traverse 
of the guns or ease of getting onto and off of the tank. Sorry, 
rant over. 

This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in 
the 3AD for its visual perspective of the war and to all armor 
modelers for good examples of how the US Army tanks in the 
ETO looked. For those who paint figures or are interested in 
combat uniforms this has a wealth of candid shots of GIs in 
combat gear. Diorama inspiration abounds.

Note: The picture quality in the book is very good.  Great 
detail, no blurry/out of focus pictures or cropped pictures (as 
I can tell). My scans do not do the book justice, but I wanted 
to show a couple of interesting shots. 

First, a M-7 105 SPA in December 1944. Still carrying the 
Cullen hedgerow cutter from August/September. I guess once 
those where attached, they stayed attached! 

Continued on next page...
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Second, the photos of two Shermans with add on steel plate 
have a personal interest. Per my father, 3AD  captured a 
large German railroad repair facility around March of 1944. 
He had worked at the Newport News Ship Building naval yard 
building liberty ships before he enlisted and was trained in 
welding and cutting. He was “drafted” into the production 
of steel plate “add on” armor for the 33rd regiment. While 
these plates looked similar, no two pieces were the same. 
Some had cutouts for the bow machine gun, others did not. 
The thickness of the steel sheets varied.  On his personal 

tank, my father added 3 sheets of plate! The quality of this 
added protection was questionable as it was boiler plate not 
hardened armored plate. But a couple inches of whatever 
steel made the crews feel better.
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s M T W Th F s AMPS-CV monthly meetings occur on the 4th Friday

2022

JANUARY 26 27 28 29 30 31 01

02 03 04 05 06 07 08

09 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

AMPS-CV Meeting 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

FEBRUARY 30 31 01 02 03 04 05

06 07 08 09 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

AMPS-CV Meeting 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Old Dominion Open, Richmond, VA
MARCH 27 28 01 02 03 04 05

06 07 08 09 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

AMPS-CV Meeting 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

APRIL 27 28 29 30 31 01 02

03 04 05 06 07 08 09 AMPS International Convention, Newport News, VA
10 11 12 13 14 15 16

AMPS-CV Meeting 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 AMPS-CV Modeler's Retreat, Fort A.P. Hill, VA
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

MAY 01 02 03 04 05 06 07

08 09 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

AMPS-CV Meeting 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

JUNE 29 30 31 01 02 03 04

05 06 07 08 09 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

AMPS-CV Meeting 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

JULY 26 27 28 29 30 01 02

03 04 05 06 07 08 09

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 AMPS-CV Build Day, VFW Post
AMPS-CV Meeting 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

AUGUST 31 01 02 03 04 05 06

07 08 09 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

AMPS-CV Meeting 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

SEPTEMBER 28 29 30 31 01 02 03

04 05 06 07 08 09 10 PennCon, Carlisle, PA
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 AMPS-CV Build Day, VFW Post

AMPS-CV Meeting 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

OCTOBER 25 26 27 28 29 30 01

02 03 04 05 06 07 08

09 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

AMPS-CV Meeting 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

NOVEMBER 30 31 01 02 03 04 05 AMPS-CV Building Maintenance, VFW Post
06 07 08 09 10 11 12

AMPS-CV Meeting 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

Thanksgiving 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 AMPS-CV Build Day (Friday), VFW Post
DECEMBER 27 28 29 30 01 02 03

04 05 06 07 08 09 10

AMPS-CV Meeting 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

http://ampscv.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527798580671870/about/
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ARMORCON 
 

For Vendor Table Reservation  For More Information 
Matt Toms  www.facebook.com/armorcon 
68 Morris Street   
Naugatuck, CT  06770  www.nemilmod.org 
203 729-3218 
vendors@mail.nemilmod.org 

 
                    Friday and Saturday October 7th and 8th , 2022 

Wyndham Southbury, 1284 Strongtown Rd., Southbury CT 06488 
$129 discount room rates available. Please call 203-653-8179 and ask 

for the Armorcon room block. Make reservations by 9/7/22.  
 

WINNING MODELS FROM AMPS CAN BE ENTERED AT ARMORCON! 

80 VENDOR TABLES! 
AMPS OPEN JUDGING SYSTEM! HUGE RAFFLE WITH GREAT PRIZES! 

RESEARCH, MODELING, AND WORKSHOP SEMINARS!  
18 ENTRY CATEGORIES! 20 SPECIAL AWARDS! 

Friday 11:00 AM to 7:00 PM      Saturday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

OUR 22nd YEAR! 
SHOW THEME – Japanese Armor 

Check our website for registration forms, schedule times, seminar times, and 
other information. www.nemilmod.org 

Brought to you by the Northeast Military Modelers Association 

                 

http://ampscv.org/
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Visit the AMPS website for all the details:  AMPS-Armor.org

AMPS 2023

Contest / Display
Awards
Seminars

Vendors
Demos
Raffle

Camp Hill, PA - May 4-6

“THE PACIFIC”
The Penn Harris Hotel room 
blocks for AMPS 2023 in Camp 
Hill, PA are now open and 
accepting reservations. The 
special AMPS room rate is $128 
per night, including all applicable 
taxes. 

Breakfast is not included, but 
they will provide a 20% discount 
in the hotel restaurant. Wi-Fi and 
parking are included in the room 
rate. 

Room reservations 

http://ampscv.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527798580671870/about/
https://www.amps-armor.org/SiteShows/ShowMain.aspx
https://goo.gl/maps/xkYewDHpEw1sffVP9
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/trademark/camp-hill-pennsylvania/penn-harris-hotel-trademark-collection/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=05/03/2023&checkOutDate=05/08/2023&groupCode=050323AMP
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Member display models from the July meeting 

Bronco US M19 MGMC

in 1:35 scale

by Scott Bregi

So far it is mostly straight from the box, 
although Scott added the missing carburetor  
intake on the auxiliary engine and replaced 
the wheel shafts with .050” styrene rod. 

The kit includes a photo-etched brass fret 
and overall is very fiddly with small parts to 
deal with. The open grills were backed with 
black styrene to block viewing inside.

http://ampscv.org/
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Member display models from the July meeting 

Takom German JagdTiger

in 1:35 scale

by John Robinson

This depicts one of the last few vehicles 
made around March of 1945. The kit 
provides options for a late production 
versions as seen here or one from an early 
to middle production. The styrene barrel 
is  one-piece and comes with basic rifling 
lands at the muzzle. The tracks are link and 

length and an assembly jig is provided. Wire 
foliage loops were added around the turret 
roof and various cast-textures and welds 
were either added or enhanced. 3D tool 
mounts from AMMO and MJ Miniatures were 
used, the latter being the better of the 
two. Masterclub tracks were used for the 
spares because they were easier to drill for 
the metal rod track pins. It was finished in a 
typical last days of the war finish featuring 
a base of red primer with Dunkelgelb and 

Dunkelgrun. The paint was distressed 
by mixing AMMO acrylic paint with AK-
Interactive Washable Agent, which allows 
chipping with a wet brush. The tracks were 
painted dark grey, splashed with various 
brown acrylics and then dry pigments were 
dropped on them and set with fixative. 
Worn areas were polished with graphite. 
Detail painting and more weathering remain 
before it’s finished.

http://ampscv.org/
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Member display models from the July meeting 

German Tiger I

in 1:6 scale

by Chip Williams

This turret is part of a 8-year project that is 
finally nearing the end. The turret detailing 
and construction is finally done, with Chip 
building most of the interior from scratch 
using ABS, styrene, metal and spare parts 
from various sources. The turret comes 

apart in seven pieces so that it can be 
accessed for painting. I has interior lighting 
powered by a battery in the stowage bin. 
Weld lines  were added to the exterior and 
only the basic colors are applied at present.

http://ampscv.org/
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Product Manufacturers

Abteilung 502
AK-Interactive
Alliance ModelWorks
AMMO of Mig Jimenez
Archer Fine Transfers
Armand Bayardi
Badger Airbrush
Bolddivision
D-Day Miniature Studio
DN Models
Echalon Fine Details
Eureka XXL
Hauler
Heavy Hobby
Live Resin
Maus Werx
Mission Models Paints
MJ Miniatures
Modern Masters Metal Effects
Monroe Perdu Studios
Panzer Art
Paracel Miniatures
Precision Ice and Snow
RB Model
ResinScales
Roch Model
Scenic Express
Squadron Hobbies
Star Decals
Syren Ship Model
Track48
Valkyrie Miniature
Woodland Scenics

Miscellaneous

paintRack (mobile app for Android)
Scale Mates

Hobby Vendors

Barrel Store

BNA Model World

Central Tools

Dick Blick Art Materials

Frontline Model Kits & Hobbies

Gundam Planet

Hobby Easy

Hobby Search

HobbyLink Japan

HobbyWorld-USA

Last Cavalry

Lots of Models

Lucky Model

MicroWorld Games, LLC

MMC Design-Shapeways

Shapeways 3D Parts

Sprue Brothers Models

AMPS-CV Quartermaster

This page is dedicated to member-
recommended products and places to 
purchase hobby products. 

If you have a company you want to add to this list, contact 
your editor via the chapter website.
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https://abteilung502.com/
https://ak-interactive.com//
https://www.am-works.com/
https://www.migjimenez.com/en/
http://www.archertransfers.com/
https://armandbayardi.com/
http://www.badgerairbrush.com
https://www.bolddivision.de
http://www.ddayminiaturestudio.com/
https://dnmodels.com/
http://www.echelonfd.com/
http://www.eurekaxxl.com/
http://www.hauler.cz/
http://www.heavyhobby.com/en/index.jsp
http://live-resin.com/
http://mauswerx.com/
https://www.missionmodelsus.com/
https://www.mj-miniatures.co.kr/
https://www.modernmasters.com/landing/homeowners/brands/me
https://www.monroeperdu.com/
http://panzerart.pl/index.php
http://www.paracelminiatures.com/
https://www.precisioniceandsnow.com/
https://rbmodel.com/index.php?action=products&cat=news
https://resinscales.com/
http://www.rochmmodel.com/EN/index.htm
http://www.scenicexpress.com/
https://squadron.com/
https://www.star-decals.net
https://syrenshipmodelcompany.com/
http://www.track48.com
http://www.valkyrie.co.kr/
https://woodlandscenics.woodlandscenics.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.courageousoctopus.paintrack&hl=en_US
https://www.scalemates.com
https://www.thebarrelstore.com/
https://www.bnamodelworld.com
https://www.centraltools.com/
https://www.dickblick.com/
https://frontline-model-kits.square.site/
https://www.gundamplanet.com/
https://www.hobbyeasy.com
https://www.1999.co.jp
https://hlj.com
http://www.hobbyworld-usa.com/
https://shop.lastcavalry.com/
https://lots-of-models.com/
https://www.luckymodel.com
https://microworldgamesllc.com/
https://www.shapeways.com/shops/mmcdesign?li=pb
https://www.shapeways.com/marketplace/miniatures/vehicles/?type=product&q=1%2F35
http://spruebrothers.com
mailto:stug1940%40outlook.com?subject=Newsletter%20content
mailto:stug1940%40outlook.com?subject=Newsletter%20content
http://ampscv.org/contact.html
http://ampscv.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527798580671870/about/
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1 year 2 years 3 years

USA $30 $55 $80
Canada/Mexico $35 $65 $95
All Other $40 $75 $110

Membership includes the society’s Boresight magazine 
that is published six times per year. In it are exclusive 
articles about armor research and modeling.

To pay by check or money order, 
enter your delivery information 
at right and mail it with your 
payment to:

AMPS Membership 
PO Box 227 
Fairhaven, MA 02719-0227 
USA

Renew or start your AMPS membership online at: www.amps-armor.org
PayPal, Visa and MasterCard accepted

Name:

Address:

City:

Zip Code:

State:

Country:

Email:

http://ampscv.org/
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